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2009 FEDERAL AGENDA

The Massachusetts Association of Jewish Federations (MAJF) is a statewide government affairs office that works to strengthen the relationship between the Jewish community and elected officials and personnel in key government departments; advocate for issues of concern to the community; and helps its members access public funding to provide services to its clients. 
The advocacy work of MAJF is rooted in Jewish values of “tzedek” (justice) and “tikkun olam” (repair of the world), and our Public Policy Agenda includes both issues of universal concern and issues of particular concern to the Jewish community.  The Jewish people’s proud tradition of pursuing justice dictates that even in times of fiscal crisis, our commitment to the most vulnerable members of our society must not be compromised.  
MAJF represents the government affairs interests of the Jewish Federations in Boston, Berkshire County, Greater Springfield, Central Massachusetts, Merrimack Valley, the North Shore, and Greater New Bedford.  Our member federations are proud to be affiliated with a network of social service providers that deliver a comprehensive array of services to individuals with disabilities of all faiths and their families. 

Elder Services

Many of these requests have a common theme: helping people to get care where they want it, and where it generally costs much less. The Commonwealth, seniors, and families have a strong common interest in expanding services and housing in the community as alternatives to institutionalization. Giving people choices is both good policy and smart fiscal strategy.  In the long run, everyone (seniors, families, taxpayers) benefits if the bulk of the Commonwealth’s spending supports people in less restrictive settings. Countless seniors wish to live in dignity in the familiar comfort of their own homes.  For many, home care services are the lifeline that allows them to stay out of nursing homes.  The resulting cost savings to taxpayers is substantial: Home care services cost an average of 1/5th the cost it does to place a senior in a nursing home.
Budget Item – Funding for Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities under the Older Americans Act
$500,000 for Jewish Family and Children’s Services and Jewish Family
 Services of the Metrowest
$200,000 for Jewish Family Service of the North Shore 
$200,000 for Jewish Family Service of Western Massachusetts
$200,000 for the Jewish Family Service of Central Massachusetts

The Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities purpose is to demonstrate new and cost-effective approaches to helping older seniors to continue living in their own homes that will reduce state and federal Medicaid expenditures. The activities address primary causes of preventable institutionalization including isolation, poor management of chronic conditions, poor nutrition, and emotional/cognitive impairment.  Project activities do not duplicate existing senior services.  Instead, it connects very old, frail, and isolated seniors with community resources by bringing them on-site and fostering an environment in which residents can support one another.
Legislative Item - Empowered at Home Act of 2008 
MAJF supports this legislation which would open up doors to more home and community-based funding streams through two key grant programs that are listed in the bill:  1)The Medicaid Transformation Grant Program, $150 million total fund over a two year period and 2) $40 million in Health Promotion Grants over a five year period.

Workforce Development
“Anticipate charity by preventing poverty; assist the reduced fellow man, either by a considerable gift or a sum of money or by teaching him a trade or by putting him in the way of business so that he may earn an honest livelihood and not be forced to the dreadful alternative of holding out his hand for charity. This is the highest step and summit of charity's golden ladder.”

--Maimonides
In Judaism, helping a person become self-sufficient is considered the highest form of giving on the “ladder of charity.”  The organized Jewish community supports policies that lead to self-sufficiency for low-income families, such as funding for workforce development initiatives.
Legislative Item - Strengthening Communities Through Education and Integration Act
MAJF, and specifically Jewish Vocational Service of Greater Boston supports this legislation which would provide for increased funding for English for Speakers of Other Languages, create an Office of Citizenship and Integration within the Department of Homeland Security and give states funding to create New American Councils.

Legislative Item - Strengthening Employment Clusters to Organize Regional Success (SECTORS) Act of 2008
MAJF, and specifically Jewish Vocational Service of Greater Boston supports this legislation which would help establish new capacity for industry or sector partnerships to grow key local and regional industries.  In addition, this legislation would improve opportunities for workers, addressing the workforce needs of employers, and promoting economic development at the regional level.

Israel
Legislative Item – Iran Divestment Bill

MAJF, as well as the entire Jewish community, supports this legislation which would divest millions of dollars from the petroleum and natural gas sectors in Iran and protect fund managers who divest from such companies from potential lawsuits.  

Legislative Item -   Iran Counter-Proliferation Act of 2007
MAJF, as well as the entire Jewish community, supports this legislation which would increase economic and political pressure on Iran to end its nuclear program.

Individuals with Disabilities
Legislative Item - Expanding the Promise for Individuals with Autism Act

This bill would provide several hundred million dollars in grants to the states to help combat autism.  The funds would cover treatments, interventions and services for individuals and their families.
Education
Legislative Item - A bill to reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to ensure that no child is left behind.
This legislation would permit states to: (1) use alternate academic achievement standards for disabled students; (2) incorporate student academic growth into calculations of adequate yearly progress (AYP); and (3) determine AYP for limited English proficient (LEP) students by excluding new arrivals and including former LEP students. In addition, the bill increases funds available for teaching, and developing enhanced assessments for, disabled and LEP children.

