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THIS YEAR BROUGHT IMMENSE CHALLENGES  for our community, our neighbors, 
and our nation. Together we faced the second year of a pandemic and 
continued high levels of antisemitism and other forms of hatred. At each 
moment, JCRC’s commitment to our core mission never wavered, nor did our 
resolve to advocate for the collective needs and priorities of the organized 
Jewish community of Greater Boston. 

JCRC and our allies joined forces to stand together against antisemitism. 
When Rabbi Shlomo Noginski was attacked and stabbed on the street outside 
the Shaloh House in Brighton this July, JCRC brought the Jewish community 
together with civic leaders, law enforcement, and interfaith partners to show 
our community that we do not stand alone. 

We brought our partners together to recommit to preserving the memory and 
teaching the lessons of the Holocaust as we unveiled new features of the New 
England Holocaust Memorial this summer, stood together at our Shine a Light 
on Antisemitism event, and successfully advocated for a Genocide Education 
bill - signed into law this past December. 

When the BDS movement targeted Cambridge with a measure to embrace 
a virulent anti-Israel boycott, we mobilized our network, key influencers, 
and community members to fight it. We amplified the voices that opposed 
the measure — and together made it a priority to fight against those who 
demonize Israel and the Jewish people.  

When Afghan refugees fled their homes and sought refuge in Boston, JCRC 
built on our track record of organizing a community-wide response and 
leveraged our expertise to mobilize a vast network of synagogues to provide 
housing, furniture, and more to support their resettlement.

After the violence of January 6th, we recommitted to defending democracy 
by testifying on behalf of the VOTES act, one of the boldest electoral reforms 
introduced in Massachusetts state history. We’re also working with the Drawing 
Democracy Coalition to ensure that underrepresented communities have the 
opportunity to elect candidates of their choice who best reflect their needs and 
interests.

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & PRESIDENT

In the pages of this report, you will read about the determination, 
commitment, and care that drove JCRC’s work this year. The 
challenges that we met, and continue to face, are immense. But 
we at JCRC remain resolute to meet them as a community, to 
work together with our partners, and to forge new relationships, so, 
together, we may pursue a path forward.

We will continue to cultivate the strength and resiliency of the 
Jewish people in Greater Boston. We will continue to take action 
to create a stronger community and a more just society. We will 
continue to ensure that we are representing Jewish concerns 
in the hardest conversations and in the moments of crisis that 
impact us all. 

Thank you to every JCRC partner, donor, volunteer, and leader who 
worked with us this year. 

Together, we endeavor to achieve JCRC’s vision of a Greater 
Boston where the policy priorities of the Jewish community are 
implemented and Jewish social service agencies are well-funded.

Together, we work to confront antisemitism in all its forms, push 
back against anti-Israel bias, and activate our community in civic 
engagement.

Thank you,

SCOTT GILEFSKY 
JCRC President

JEREMY BURTON 
JCRC Executive Director

Izzy, 96, was the survivor 

of several concentration 

camps, including Auschwitz. 

He was a fierce advocate on 
behalf of his fellow survivors, 

a passionate transmitter 

of memory of the Shoah to 

future generations, and co-

founder of the New England 

Holocaust Memorial. Izzy’s 

memory lives on in our 

Annual Israel Arbeiter 

Holocaust Essay Contest.

ISRAEL (IZZY) ARBEITER Z”L

We remember survivor 
Israel (Izzy) Arbeiter z”l 
who passed this year.
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YOM HASHOAH 

Amplifying the voices of survivors and 
eyewitnesses to history has never been 
more crucial. In April, we held a virtual Yom 

HaShoah gathering with 600 members of 

our community to honor our local Holocaust 
survivors and transmit their legacy.

BRIGHTON VIGIL
In July, Chabad Rabbi Shlomo Noginski was attacked and 

stabbed on the street outside the Shaloh House in Brighton. 

JCRC organized a vigil, bringing together the Jewish 

community, civic leaders, law enforcement, interfaith 

partners, and concerned individuals from across Boston. 

JCRC and our community were joined by US Attorney Rachael 

Rollins and Former Mayor Kim Janey, as well as many other 

elected officials and community and faith leaders. 

JCRC and CJP celebrated the second night of Chaukah with our 
partners at the New England Holocaust Memorial for ‘Shine A Light 

on Antisemitism’; part of a national mobilization to showcase 
civic leaders beyond the Jewish community. We were thrilled 
to welcome Mayor Wu in her first weeks in office. We also had 
powerful remarks from faith partners that were a testament to 
the work of JCRC in interfaith relationship building. JCRC publicly 
recommitted to Holocaust awareness and fighting antisemitism 
with our partners Senator Rodrigues and Representative Jeff Roy 
(leaders of the Genocide Education Bill), Reverend Laura Everett, 
Executive Director of MA Council of Churches, Reverend Carrington Moore of King Boston, Consul General 
Meron Reuben, Consul General Nicole Menzenbach, and Rabbi Elaine Zecher. 

SHINE A LIGHT ON ANTISEMITISM

“ Antisemitism is not a problem for Jews 

to fight, and it’s not a problem that 
Jews can solve. It is a challenge for civic 
leaders, it is a challenge for our society.” 

–  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JEREMY BURTON,  
Shine a Light on Antisemitism Event

MAYORAL 
FORUMS
JCRC led and collaborated 

with our network to create 

opportunities for the mayoral 

candidates to engage with our 

community. We collaborated 

on mayoral panels with 2Life 

Community, Greater Boston 

Interfaith Organization, and ADL.
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JCRC convenes our 
community at moments 
of critical importance; 
and our relationships 
ensure that key partners 
will be there when we 
need them the most. 
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Through relationships with civic leaders and 
law makers, JCRC amplifies the voices of the 
organized Jewish community and ensures 
that our voice is heard.

Ad
vo

ca
te

 

GENOCIDE EDUCATION
JCRC successfully advocated for An Act Concerning Genocide 

Education, which will mandate lessons on the Holocaust and 
other mass atrocities for students in Massachusetts, and create a 
Genocide Education Trust Fund. 

This legislation, signed into law by Governor Baker in December 
2021, fills a critical need given the disturbingly high rates of 
ignorance about the Holocaust in younger generations. 

JCRC is now working with the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education on their implementation plan, and with the 
other members of the bill coalition to secure public and private 
funding for the Trust Fund.

In the midst of increasing antisemitic attacks and in order to safeguard Jewish institutions, JCRC has prioritized 

government funding for non-profit security grants, with a two-tiered approach. JCRC leads the campaign for a 
supplemental MA non-profit grants pool, and successfully advocated for 1.5 million per year in the last two state 
budgets. This enables nonprofit institutions to address their own security needs through such measures such as security 
enhancements to physical locations, including the installation of cameras. In the last fiscal year, funding was awarded to 31 
local Jewish institutions. At the federal level, JCRC joins the Jewish Federations of North America’s campaign to fully fund 
the Department of Homeland Security non-profit security grants fund.

NONPROFIT SECURITY GRANTS

Legislative 
Leadership Award 
Recipient Senator 
William Brownsberger

Legislative Leadership 
Award Recipient 
Representative  
Denise Garlick

Executive Leadership 
Award Recipient Lt. 
Governor Karyn Polito

Legislative Leadership 
Award Recipient 
Representative  
Chynah Tyler

Legislative Staff 
Achievement Award 
Recipient Jeremy Spittle

2021 LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION :  
HONORING OUR LEGISLATIVE PARTNERS

At JCRC’s annual legislative reception honoring our partners in government 
and lifting up JCRC’s advocacy on behalf of our community

HONORING THE LATE CHIEF JUSTICE RALPH GANTS Z”L
In honor of Chief Justicre Gants, whose commitment to justice shaped much of JCRC’s priorities, the 

Excellence in Leadership Award will be awarded at future Legislative Receptions to those who pursue 

justice and equality in their own work as The Chief Justice Ralph Gants Equal Justice Award. 

JCRC LEVERAGED $9 MILLION FOR THE SOCIAL SERVICES NETWORK 
in the final MA budget, with an overall increase in funding for 
priority initiatives:

$1M for Transitions to Work, 

which creates job training 
programs for adults with 
disabilities.

$5M for the Secure Jobs 

initiative, which provides job 
placement, housing support and 
stabilization services to those who 
are housing insecure.

$500K for the  Bridges to 

College Program, which helps 
young adults get into college 
and sets them up for longtime 
success.

$856K in NORC funding to 
help seniors stay in their homes 
and provide access to exercise, 
socialization, healthcare and 
other services.

$1.5M to bolster state funding 

to protect our at-risk institutions, 

including places of worship, critical 
as instances of antisemitism 
continue to rise.

$1.25M for Employment 

Services for new immigrants 

and refugees, who make up the 
backbone of our society and 
workforce.
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OUR COMMUNITY’S AFGHAN  
RESETTLEMENT WORK

Our community has watched the scenes coming out of Afghanistan – 
the thousands of Afghans, desperately trying to flee perilous conditions 
and escape to safety. And many of us have wondered, “what can we do 
to help?”  Building on our track record of organizing a community-wide 
response to the urgent needs of immigrants, we at JCRC leveraged our 

expertise to build an infrastructure to welcome Afghan immigrants 

and refugees to our community. JCRC is leading and implementing 
a community-wide synagogue response, mobilizing a vast network of 
synagogues to provide housing, furniture, and more to support their 
resettlement. The teams, made up of hundreds of volunteers, begin by 
fundraising and locating housing. When the families arrive, they greet 
them at the airport, with balloons and toys for the kids. They then aid 
with anything the newcomers might need: groceries, public benefits, 
schooling, transportation, and much more. 

C
a

ta
ly

st

NEW ENGLAND HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL WORK 
JCRC, along with our partners at CJP and Facing History and Ourselves, officially unveiled a new website and virtual 
and mobile tours for the New England Holocaust Memorial, which will greatly enhance the experience of visitors. The 
tour features testimonials from local Holocaust survivors, a short history of the Holocaust, the symbolism of the Memorial 
and resources for educators, all accessible through QR codes. 

We have transformed the Memorial’s website, which now includes a walk-through feature that can be accessed from 
anywhere in the world. These components will open up the New England Holocaust Memorial as an educational 
experience for a broader audience and generations to come, ensuring that even more people have the opportunity  
to learn. 

We were joined at the memorial unveiling by Reverend Lorraine Thornhill, Pastor of Kingdom Empowerment Center, 
President of the Cambridge Black Pastors Alliance and a Chaplain for the Cambridge Police Department who spoke 
powerfully of our shared work in combating bigotry and antisemitism; and Josh Kraft, President of Kraft Family 
Philanthropies, Governor Charlie Baker, Mayor Kim Janey, Addison Dion, granddaughter of Stephan Ross z”l and Survivor 
Janet Singer Applefied.

“ Being Jewish, we carry in our DNA the experience 

of being exiled. If our ancestors were lucky, there 

were people there to welcome them. It is our 

sacred mission to pay it forward by welcoming 

refugees and being present for those who have 

been driven from their homes, looking for safety, 

security, and community.”  

   – RAV HAZAN ALIZA BERGER

BDS BILL IN 
CAMBRIDGE

This year, when the BDS 
(Boycott, Divestment & 
Sanctions) movement 
targeted Cambridge with 
a measure to embrace a 
virulent anti-Israel boycott, 
we mobilized our network, key 
influencers and community 
members to fight it. 

We amplified the voices that 
opposed the measure — and 
together made it a priority 
to fight against those who 
demonize Israel and the 
Jewish people. 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR RESETTLEMENT EFFORTS

JCRC is a catalyst for change –  
we activate our community to engage 
in critical areas – and get results.

This work has been 

in partnership with 

Catholic Charities, JFS 

Metrowest and JVS, 

and supported by The 

Shapiro Foundation  

and CJP. 

JCRC and Our 
Partners Organized 

35
COMMUNITY 

SUPPORT TEAMS 
including

25
SYNAGOGUES

to welcome more than

over
  200 

AFGHAN FAMILIES  
and INDIVIDUALS
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GREATER BOSTON JEWISH COALITION  
FOR LITERACY (GBJCL)
GBJCL volunteers are currently tutoring in combination of in person, 
remote and hybrid tutoring that goes beyond academics to prioritize 
the value at the core of our work: our relationships with students.  Many 
volunteers have prioritized maintaining connection with students during the 
pandemic, transcending the limitations of Zoom to forge new relationships.

Many students have been isolated and disconnected from their learning 
communities, making the special one-to-one relationships provided by 
tutors that much more crucial. 
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JCRC connects disparate voices and 
ideas, fostering relationships to build a 
stronger Greater Boston community.

JCRC facilitated meetings between 

Jewish communal leadership and 

these two congressional leaders, 
to discuss the MA-Israel relationship, 
antisemitism, immigration, and much 
more.

BOSTON PARTNERS FOR PEACE
This year, we advocated for the full funding of The Nita M. 
Lowey Middle East Partnership for Peace Act (MEPPA), which 
promotes economic cooperation and people-to-people 
peacebuilding programs. As a member of a CJP mission 
to Israel, JCRC introduced participants to Mohammad 
Darawshe of Givat Haviva, the Center for Shared Society  
in Israel. 

Our Speaker Series highlighted our Boston Partners for 
Peace partner organizations the Arava Institute, Givat 
Haviva, The Parents Circle, and The Abraham Initiatives.

JCRC SPEAKER SERIES 
JCRC’s speaker series continues to provide our community with wide-ranging and thoughtful discussions on 
a variety of critical issues. Through our speaker series, we create forums for meaningful dialogue on pressing 
concerns and current events.

Raz Smilovich, Israeli Tour Educator Senator Eric Lesser Senator Becca Rausch Attorney General Maura Healey

Dr. Rachel Fish, Boundless Dieufort J. Fleurissaint,  Geoff Foster,  Amnon Be’eri-Sulitzeanu,   
 the True Alliance Center Common Cause Massachusetts The Abraham Fund  

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP MEETINGS WITH SENATOR MARKEY 
AND REPRESENTATIVE AUCHINCLOSS
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A coach is fired, but now the work 
must begin

Letter from Jeremy Burton, Jewish 

Community Relations Council of Greater 

Boston; Robert Leikind, American Jewish 

Committee New England; Robert Trestan, 

Anti-Defamation League New England. 

March 27, 2021

“For members of the Jewish community, 

these are not casual questions. In its most 

recent Hate Crimes Statistics Report, the FBI 

reported that more than 60 percent of all 

religiously based hate crimes are directed 

at Jews and Jewish institutions, despite the 

fact that Jews constitute less than 2 percent 

of the US population. Today synagogues 

across our region no longer think it is safe to 

keep their doors unlocked and, prior to the 

onset of the pandemic, many synagogues 

felt compelled to hire security guards for 

times of prayer.”

 
Cambridge, Mass., adopts a 
resolution critical of Israel, while a 
boycott measure falls short 

By Penny Schwartz.  

May 27, 2021

“BDS lost in a clear vote tonight in 

Cambridge,” Jeremy Burton, the JCRC 

executive director, wrote in an email. 

Rather than “demonize one company and 

one country,” Burton said Cambridge 

“adopted a human rights lens in contracting 

that applies neutrally to all countries and 

vendors.”

 
Suffolk DA Rollins Investigating 
Brighton Rabbi Stabbing As 
Possible Hate Crime  

By Quincy Walters and Jack Mitchell.  

July 2, 2021

Jeremy Burton, executive director of the 

Jewish Community Relations Council of 

Boston, said he had a clear message to 

express: “The Jewish community is angry. 

And the Jewish community is united.” “At 

a time of rising violence and antisemitism 

across this country, no Jew, no building, no 

part of our community, no neighborhood will 

stand alone,” Burton said. “And we expect 

— we demand — that we have the right to 

live, to walk in the streets, to be visible or 

not visible as Jews, to gather together, to 

celebrate and to live our lives as Jews fully, 

with joy and without fear.”

 
Jason Lewis Supports Senate 
Passage of Genocide Education Bill

By Jason Lewis.  

October 21, 2021

“We are grateful to Senate President Spilka, 

Chair Rodrigues, Chair Lewis, and their 

fellow Senators for moving forward a bill 

that includes strong provisions to ensure 

that schools across the Commonwealth have 

access to Holocaust and genocide education 

programs,” said Jeremy Burton, Executive 

Director for the Jewish Community Relations 

Council. “Numerous incidents over the last 

year have shown us that this coursework 

is as critical and relevant now as it has 

ever been. We are eager to see this bill 

make it to the Governor’s desk as swiftly as 

possible.”

 
Following high-profile 
antisemitic incidents, 
Massachusetts lawmakers vote 
to require genocide education in 
high schools

By Penny Schwartz.  

November 26, 2021  

Also published in Times of Israel and 

Jerusalem Post. 

“As stewards of the New England 

Holocaust Memorial, JCRC honors 

the sacred obligation to lift up the 

experiences of those who survived the 

Holocaust in our own Greater Boston 

community, using their stories as a 

lesson to future generations about the 

consequences of unchecked hatred and 

intolerance,” said Jeremy Burton, JCRC’s 

executive director.

 
During Hanukkah Celebration, 
Boston Jewish Community 
Pushes Back Against Anti-
Semitism  

By Michael Rosenfield.  
November 29, 2021 

“We know that anti-Semitism is not 

a problem for Jews to fight, and it’s 
not a problem Jews can solve,” said 

Jeremy Burton, executive director of the 

Jewish Community Relations Council. 

“It is a challenge for civic leaders, it is a 

challenge for society.”

Op-eds from Executive Director  
Jeremy Burton: 
JCRC regularly responds to requests for comment and op-
eds from the Jewish community and beyond, to analyze and 
interpret antisemitism in its current iteration, and to provide 
actions steps to combat it. JCRC has published several widely 
read articles on the subject; framing the discussion both in 
Boston and for the broader community relations field.

Bruce Springsteen’s Super Bowl ad offered a powerful vision of 

American unity — for Christians. 

By Jeremy Burton. February 2, 2021

“As we imagine a renewed civic faith to carry us forward in challenging times, 

we need not reject who we are – neither as a whole nor in our many parts. 

We must, however, do a better job of understanding how our faiths may not 

always invite others to be included in our shared civic space. We must commit 

to affirming a civic faith that binds us in united purpose, in a language that 
honors the many faiths and traditions that are woven into the tapestry that is 

America.”

How an American left lens can get Israel wrong. 

By Jeremy Burton. May 20, 2021

“The western narrative of colonialism doesn’t explain this painful, lasting 

conflict between two indigenous peoples struggling to share one homeland.” 

Liberalism and the Common Calling of Blacks and Jews.  

By Jeremy Burton. May, 2021

“If President Washington’s promise still means something to American 

Jews, then we must strengthen the Jewish partnership with the Black 

community to fight against racism in all its forms, to create justice for 
all Americans — especially for those whose experience has not infused 

Washington’s words with the same hope and meaning. To do otherwise 

is to settle for a future in which the collective American project has been 

compromised and the aspirations of the Founders diminished.“
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JCRC CELEBRATES JEREMY’S 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

We celebrated JCRC’s work on behalf of our community, and Executive Director 
Jeremy Burton’s decade of dedication. We heard from colleagues and civic 
leaders about how JCRC is a national leader in creating broad, deep impact in our 
community and building bridges.

“ Jeremy is able to make change, to bring people along, to engage people 
in the issues that matter to Greater Boston’s Jewish Community” 

   –  KARYN COHEN, ONE8 FOUNDATION

“  When we worked on criminal justice reform issues, Jeremy was right 
there on the steps inside the statehouse, advocating, pushing, bringing 

people together.” 

  –  BEVERLY WILLIAMS , GREATER BOSTON INTERFAITH ORGANIZATION

“ Jeremy knows how to build alliances and partnerships, in such a 
meaningful and constructive and helpful way. He’s a wonderful bridge 

builder.” 

  –  IMAM ABDULLAH ANTEPLI, CO-DIRECTOR,  

THE MUSLIM LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE, SHALOM HARTMAN INSTITUTE

“ Jeremy is the master of collaboration, convening, and partnerships.  

He knows that to really, really be a catalyst, to really make change, you 
have to bring in the community, all stakeholders together.” 

  – LINO COVARRUBIAS, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, JFS OF METROWESTW
e 
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Josh Kraft
“ A memorable moment is just always being 
able to get your insights, your thoughts, on 
politics and politicians in Massachusetts.”

Former Congressman Joe Kennedy III
“ I will always know of the times that when I 
needed you, when so many needed you, you 
were always there.”

Lisa Wallack
“ Our Jewish community and our entire 
community are stronger and better as a result 
of Jeremy’s amazing leadership.”

 

Bill Gabovitch & Nancy Viner
“ When Jeremy walks into a room, he has a 
special gift for bringing people together no 
matter the perspectives or background.”

Barry Shrage
“ Jeremy is a great personal friend, a great 
Jewish leader, and I know that he’ll be 
continuing to lead our Jewish community 
for years and years to come.”

Val & Mark Friedman
“ Jeremy, congratulations on 10 years as 
Executive Director. We look forward to many 
more years of your great work.”
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Scott Gilefsky, 

President

Samantha Joseph,  

Vice President

Amiel Weinstock,  

Secretary

Frank Litwin,  

Treasurer

Jeremy Burton,  

Ex-Officio, Non-voting

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS AT LARGE 

Stacey Bloom,  

Immediate Past President

Andrew Zelermyer  

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS  

Rabbi Laura Abrasley

David Abromowitz

Barbara Berke

Nicole Gann

Catharyn Gildesgame

Jeff Goodman

Jonathan Klein

Rav Claudia Kreiman

Dena Kowaloff

Edward Kutchin

Jeff Mesnik

Lon Povich

Leah Robins

Kathy Weinman

 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Michael Bohnen 

Susan A. Calechman 

Ruth B. Fein 

Bill Gabovitch 

Rae M. Ginsburg 

Jill Goldenberg

Geoffrey Lewis 

Joel M. Reck 

Stuart T. Rossman 

James W. Segel 

Donald J. Siegel 

Adam Suttin*

Kenneth A. Sweder 

Justin Wyner

*Voting Member of the Board 

COMMUNITY 
REPRESENTATIVES TO 
THE COUNCIL 

Monica Arkin

Beth Badik

Bryan Barash

Liz Brenner

Howard Brick

Lynda Bussgang

Simon Cataldo

Lisa Danetz

Margie Ross Decter

Abby Flam

Ben Flax

Mark Friedman

Elizabeth Goldstein

Alex Goldstein

David Goldstone

Adam Goodman

Lesley Inker

Debbie Isaacson

Fredie Kay

Ilise Krieger

Emily Levine

Joel Loitherstein

Miriam May

Jesse Mermell

Melissa Patrick

Ben Pearlman

Beth “Missie” Polasky

Jordan Berg Powers

Rebecca Sendor-Israel 

Renee Shapiro

Mel Shuman

Isaac Silberberg 

Mitch Silver

Marti Soffer

Hanna Switlekowski

Pam Weil

Kristofer Wilson

JCRC PROFESSIONALS 
Senior Team

Jeremy Burton, 

Executive Director 

David Cohen, 

Director of Community Affairs 

Erica Daniels-Strater,  

Director of Development

Jonathan Dudley,  

Director of Finance & 
Administration

FayeRuth Fisher, 

Director of Government 
Affairs 

Nahma Nadich,  

Deputy Director

Staff

Shira Burns, 

Senior Marketing and 
Communications Associate

Lisa Kessel Freedman, 

Executive Assistant to Jeremy 
Burton & Board Administrator

Sarah Hofstadter,  

Development Coordinator

Leahy Ish Shalom,  

Engagement Manager, Israel 
& Boston Partners for Peace

Rachie Lewis, 

Director of Synagogue 
Organizing

Emily Reichman, 

Director of Community 
Engagement

Rebecca Shimshak, 

Director of Greater Boston 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy

Action for Post-Soviet Jewry 
Debra Kardon 

The American Association  

of Jewish Holocaust 

Survivors & Descendants  

of Greater Boston, Inc. 

Janet Stein 

American Friends of  

Magen David Adom 

Monique Martin 

American Israel Publican 

Affairs Committee:  

Scott Brightman  

Jeffrey F. Stonberg  

American Jewish Committee 

Michael Davis  

Lenny Learner 

AMIT 

Ethlynne Brickman 

Anti-Defamation League 

Shira Furman  

Amy Rabonowitz 

Association of Reform 

Zionists of America 

Rabbi Neal Gold

B’nai Brith International 

Robert Golden 

BBYO 

TBD (1)    

Committee for  

Accuracy in Middle East 

Reporting in America 

Jonah Cohen  

Alex Safian 

Combined Jewish 

Philanthropies  

Sarah Abramson  

Stephanie Berkowitz  

Jay Freedman  

Phil Rosenblatt 

Federation of  

Jewish Men’s Clubs 

Elliot Feldman  

Martin Paley

Hadassah,  

Boston Chapter 

Leslie Gonzalez  

Erin Moseley

Hadassah, North  

New England Region 

Louise Borke  

Kathy Kerstein 

Hadassah, Southern  

New England Region  

Judy Goldman  

Greta Rafsky 

Hillel Council of  

New England 

Cathy Stern  

TBD

Israeli American  

Council, Boston 

Avi Almozlino 

J Street 

Eric Geller  

Jasmine Gothelf Winship 

Jewish Alliance for  

Law & Social Action 

Barbara Cullen  

Jewish Community Center 

Louis Grossman 

Rabbi Mark Sokoll

Jewish Community Center  

of the North Shore 

John Gilberg  

Marty Schneer 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Ari Fertig  

Jewish War Veterans 

Jeffrey Blonder 

Harvey Weiner 

Keshet 

Lenny Goldstein  

Joanna Ware 

Massachusetts  

Board of Rabbis 

Rabbi David Lerner 

National Council  

of Jewish Women 

Michal Regunberg 

New England  

Board of Cantors 

TBD (1) 

New Israel Fund 

Stephane Acel-Green  

Mark Gottesman 

Orthodox Union  

Rabbi Noah Cheses 

Deborah Schuss

Synagogue Council  

of Massachusetts 

Craig Schneider  

Union for  

Reform Judaism 

Lauren Lapat  

Terry Yoffie 

United Synagogue for 

Conservative Judaism  

Barbara Posnick 

TBD

Vaad Harabonim 

Rabbi David Hellman 

Vilna Shul: Boston’s Center 

for Jewish Culture 

Dalit Horn

Women of Reform Judaism  

Paulette Black  

Abby Fisher 

Women’s League for 

Conservative Judaism 

Phyllis Brody  

Sue Linden  

Worker’s Circle 

Bethany Basile

Zionist Organization  

of America 

Brian Grodman

JCRC Board, Community 
Representatives, and Staff  
As of 2/16/2022

JCRC Member Organization 
Representatives
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FY21  
REVENUE AND EXPENSESJCRC by  

the Numbers
FY21 FINANCIAL REPORT

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 

CJP Grants  1,193,501  

Support from Grants and Foundations  544,975  

Individual Donors  380,925  

Event Revenue  251,778  

In-Kind Donations  3,420  

Other Income  16,359   

Total Support and Revenue    $ 2,390,959   

  

EXPENSES BY PROGRAM  

Community Engagement Programs 

  Community Relations  622,186 

  Greater Boston Jewish Coalition for Literacy  182,621 

  New England Holocaust Memorial  157,597 

Total Community Engagement  962,404 

 

Advocacy & Organizing 

  Synagogue Organizing  123,010 

  Government Affairs  286,102 

Total Advocacy & Organizing  409,112 

 

Israel Engagement  191,637   

  

Total Program Expenses    $ 1,563,153    

  

Administrative & Development Expenses  447,240   

  

TOTAL EXPENSES      $ 2,010,393   

Surplus Added to Organizational  

Unrestricted Reserve  380,566

Non-Operating Revenue (Expenses)  308,882 

 

Change in Net Assets  689,448  

EXPENSES BY SOURCE:

Community Relations 31%

Government Affairs 14% 

General & Administrative 14%

Israel Engagement 10%

GBJCL  9%

NE Holocaust Memorial  8%

Development & Communication  8%

Synagogue Organizing  6%

REVENUE BY SOURCE:

CJP Grants  50%

Support from Grants & Foundations  23% 

Individual Donors  16%

Event Revenue  10%

Other Income 1%

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Scott Gilefsky,  

President

Samantha Joseph,  

Vice-President

Amiel Weinstock,  

Secretary

Frank Litwin,  

Treasurer

Andrew Zelermyer, 

Presidential Appointee 

Stacey Bloom,  

Immediate Past President 

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Frank Litwin, Chair

Zachary Albert

Stacey Bloom

Mark Friedman

Ed Kutchin, Vice Chair

Jeff Mesnik

Nancy Viner

Jonathan Dudley, JCRC Staff

Scott Gilefsky, Ex-Officio 

Jeremy Burton, Ex-Officio, 
Non-voting

GOVERNANCE 
COMMITTEE
Stacey Bloom, Chair

David Abromowitz

Stephanie Berkowitz

Nicole Gann

Catharyn Gildesgame

Liz Goldstein

Jonathan Klein

Adam Suttin

Andrew Zelermyer

Erica Daniels-Strater,  

JCRC Staff

 

Scott Gilefsky, Ex-Officio

Jeremy Burton, Ex-Officio, 
Non-voting

EXECUTIVE SUPPORT 
AND EVALUATION 
COMMITTEE 

Amiel Weinstock, Chair

Stacey Bloom

Scott Gilefsky

Frank Litwin

Adam Suttin 

MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE
Leah Robins, Chair 

Stacey Bloom

Samantha Joseph

Rabbi David Lerner

Barbara Posnick

Lon Povich

Mel Shuman

Andrew Zelermyer

Dena Zigun Kowaloff

Beth “Missie” Polasky

Kristofer Wilson

Nahma Nadich, JCRC Staff

Scott Gilefsky, Ex-Officio

Jeremy Burton, Ex-Officio, 
Non-voting

ISRAEL & GLOBAL 
JEWRY COMMITTEE
Mitch Silver, Chair 

Stephane Acel-Green 

Avi Almozlio  

Monica Arkin 

Beth Badik 

Stacey Bloom

Scott Brightman  

Michael Davis 

Nicole Gann  

Eric Geller 

Jeff Goodman

Jonathan Klein  

Miriam May 

Alex Safian 

Renee Schapiro 

Mel Shuman 

Jeffrey Stonberg 

Scott Gilefsky, Ex-Officio

Leahy Ish Shalom,  

JCRC Staff

David Cohen, JCRC Staff 

PUBLIC POLICY 
COMMITTEE 
Emily Levine, Chair

David Abromowitz

Bethany Basile

Jordan Berg Powers

Barbara Berke

Lisa Danetz 

Ben Flax

David Goldstone

Ed Kutchin 

Fredie Kay 

Ben Pearlman 

Lon Povich 

Rebecca Sendor-Israel  

Issac Silberberg 

Hanna Switlekowski 

Kathy Weinman 

Scott Gilefsky, Ex-Officio

FayeRuth Fisher, JCRC Staff

COMMUNITY 
HOLOCAUST 
COMMEMORATION 
FOR YOM HASHOAH 
COMMITTEE  

Planning Committee 

Rick Mann, Chair

Janet Stein Calm,  

American Association of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
and Descendants of  
Greater Boston 

Lora Tarlin, Jewish Family & 
Children’s Service 

Dustin Tenreiro, Facing 
History and Ourselves 

Erica Daniels-Strater,  

JCRC Staff 

Emily Reichman, JCRC Staff 

Advisory Committee 

Jack Arbeiter 

Dr. Herb Birnbaum 

Fred Calm 

Susie Davidson 

Lillian Fox 

Fred Manasse 

Mark Rogozinski 

David Schechter

Hannah Sinrich 

Ludwik Szymanski

DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
Samantha Joseph, Chair 

Stacey Bloom 

Nicole Gann

Scott Gilefsky

Edward Kutchin

Risa Shames 

Erica Daniels-Strater,  

JCRC Staff

JCRC FY22 Standing 
Committees of the Board 
As of 2/16/2022
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$50,000 +

Combined Jewish Philanthropies 

Lesley & Benjamin Inker

The Klarman Family Foundation 

One8 Foundation

The Shapiro Family Foundation

$10,000 - $49,999

Bain Capital Children’s Charity 

Elise & Marc Busny

The Paul & Phyllis Fireman Charitable 

Foundation 

Nancy & Steven Fischman

Valerie & Mark Friedman

Deborah Frieze

Linda & Michael Frieze

Amanda & Campe Goodman

Molly & Jeff Goodman

Beth & Lawrence Greenberg 

The Kraft Family, New England Patriots 

Foundation

Barbara & Frank Litwin

Diane & Steven N. Miller

Ellen & Steven Segal 

Hans Strauch, The Mosse Foundation

Hope & Adam Suttin

United Way of Massachusetts Bay & 

Merrimack Valley

Lisa & Neil Wallack

Alison Wintman

Dan Romanow & Andrew Zelermyer

$5,000 - $9,999

Geraldine Acuña-Sunshine & Gabriel 

Sunshine

Susan & Aron Ain

Michelle & Darren Black

Friends at the German Consulate Boston 

Lauren & Bill Gabovitch

Beth & Scott Gilefsky

Jill Goldenberg & Sidney Kriger

Emily Leventhal & David Rontal

Dena & Michael Rashes

Caroline Gammill & Nathan Rothstein 

Risa Shames & Neil Silverston

Susan & James Snider

Susan & Alan Solomont

The Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation 

Jennifer & Seth Stier

Nancy Viner

Kathy Weinman & Cameron Kerry 

Jennifer & Amiel Weinstock

$2,500 - $4,999

Susan Leopold Ansin

Lisa Popik Coll & Arieh Coll

Beth & Michael Davis

Nicole & Joshua Gann

Catharyn & Mike Gildesgame

Cindy & Andrew Janower

Fredie Kay

Judith & Steven Kaye

Amy Schottenfels & Jonathan Klein

Jill & Ed Kutchin

Marcia & Alan Leifer

Miriam May & Shaye Cohen

Caren & Ben Pearlman

Sarah Perry & Tony Kingsley

Beth “Missie” Polasky & Samuel Furgang 

Ilissa & Lon Povich

Jeevan Ramapriya

Jeffrey Robbins, Saul Ewing Arnstein & 

Lehr LLP 

$1,000 - $2,499

Rabbi Laura Abrasley & Julie Childers 

Joan Ruttenberg & David Abromowitz

Risa & Steven Aronson

Michelle & Steve Bearak

Debby Freedman Belt & Erik Belt 

Stacey Bloom & Steve Ostrovitz

Lisa Danetz & Craig Smith

Michael Doppelt

Diane & Neil Exter

Renee & Steven Finn

Reva Fischman

Nanette & Jose Fridman

Irene & Rabbi Ronne Friedman

Elisha & Sam Gechter

Janet & Richard Goldenberg

Alyssa Biller & Alex Goldstein

Shira Goodman & Rabbi Wesley 

Gardenswartz

Rabbi Leslie Gordon & David Goodtree 

Dawn & Rick Gray

Samantha Joseph

Michelle Stern & Neal Karasic 

Susan Tafler & Charles Koplik

Idit Klein & Jordan Namerow

Rabbis Claudia Kreiman & Ebn Leader 

Amy Caplan & Geoffrey Lewis

Laura & Ery Magasanik

Sophie & Richard Mann

Beth & Michael Moskowitz

Nahma Nadich & David Belcourt

Marilyn & Dale Okonow

Rabbi Jay Perlman

Sari Rapkin

Rachel & Joel Reck

Michal Regunberg

Leah Robins & Dan Sternberg

Julie Altman & Dr. Alex Sagan 

Diane Sandoval

Mimi & James Segel

Naomi Sobel & Rabbi Becky Silverstein 

Leslie & Craig Slater

Patricia & David Squire

Cathy Stern

Naomi & Jeff Stonberg

Erica & Charles Strater

Gerri & Ken Sweder

Michael Tauer

Sonya & Sean Wilder

Marla & Jeffrey Wolk

Justin L. Wyner

Terry & David Yoffie

$500 - $999

Sarah Abramson

Sherri Ades & Kenneth Falchuk 

Diane & Andrew Alexander

Avi Almozlino

Susan Shevitz & Larry Bailis

Barbara & Carl Berke

Joyce & Michael Bohnen

Rabbi Elizabeth & Matt Bonney-Cohen 

David Borrus

Margot & Charlie Brinley

Lynda & Jeffrey Bussgang

Chanel Coney

Tamar Davis & Allan Galper

Suzanne & David Diamond

Marna Dolinger & Steve Gold

Abby Flam

Barbara & Ron Gilefsky

Melissa & David Goldstone

Janet & Mark Gottesman

Rabbi Shira & Saul Joseph

Sheryl Kalis & Adam Steinberg

Carole & Steven Kessel

Meryl Kessler & Scott Oran

Stuart Kurlander & David Martin 

Sharon Levin & Rabbi David Lerner 

Elana & Ariel Margolis 

Jane Matlaw

Lois Morrison & Justin Daab

Judith Obermayer

Joanna & Kenneth Raskin

Charlene Rideout

Shelley & Stuart Rossman

Rabbi Benjamin Samuels, Congregation 

Shaarei Tefillah 

Aviva Sapers & Judith Sydney

Roche Schulfer

Deborah Shalom

Rivka & David Shimoni

Mark Stein

Reverend Nancy Taylor

Matthew Veno

Elaine & Walter Viner

Dani Weinstein

Debra Wekstein & David Kravitz

John Yonover

$100 - $499

Jill & Jordan Aberman 

Stephane Acel-Green

Aaron Agulnek

Harriet & Martin Agulnek

Judith & Arthur Agulnek 

Christine Albright & Lawrence Gill 

Marni & Jonathan Allen

Ellen Benjamin & Frederick Bates 

Lee & Stuart Bauer

Fred Baumgarten

Joan & Dennis Beer

Lori & Jackie Benjes

Georgia Bennett

Stephanie Berkowitz

Freda Birnbaum

A Karen Blair

Susan & Joel Bloom

Amy Bloomstone

Miriam Berkowitz Blue

Judi & Larry Bohn

Rebecca Brand

Thomas Brennan

Jill Smilow & Howard Brick

Sharon & Scott Brightman 

Senator William Brownsberger

Micol Zimmerman Burkeman &  

Rabbi Danny Burkeman

Amy & Shayne Bushfield

2021 Donor Report

2019



2021 Donor Report
Susan Calechman

John Cantalupo

Cheryl Carner

Thomas Cheatham

Jim Cohen

Joshua Cohen

Jessica Colman

Kathryn & Lino Covarrubias

Barbara Cullen

Wendy Cultice

Meredith Cutler

Karen Daniels

Carole & David Decter

Stephen Dickerman

Maureen & Jeffrey Doctoroff

Mary Beth Donovan

Pamela Leskar & Jonathan Dudley 

Katherine Ellin

Cody Engle

Janet Erhart

Michael Fein

Ethan Felson & Daniel Schapira

Ari Fertig

Laura Fischman

FayeRuth Fisher

Brooke Flanagan

Geoff Foster

Lisa Kessel Freedman & Josh Freedman 

Ruth & Don Freedman

Daniel Friedman

Robin Friedman

Eric Geller

Virginia & Gary Gerst

Reni Gertner

Janet & Eric Giesser

Alison Abdu-Glass & Barry Glass 

Rachel Glazer

Charles Glick

Frances & John Godine

Rabbi Neal Gold

Jonathan Golden

Liz & Steve Goldstein

Sandra Goldstein & Michael Buonaiuto 

Stacy Goodman & Ingolfur Agustsson 

Allison Gordon

Amy & Bob Greenebaum

Dru & Ted Greenwood

Louis Grossman

Stacy Grossman

Haim & Yaffa Gunner

Laura Kizner Gurvis & Rabbi Eric Gurvis 

Danielle Remis Hackel & Michael Hackel 

Susan Haimes

David Halperin

Heather Hamilton

Danielle Harsip

Dorit Harverd

Paul Hattis

Stephanie Hausner

Amy Hearne

Leslie Hefter

Judy & Chayim Herzig-Marx

Janette Hillis-Jaffe & Rabbi David Jaffe 

Liz & Rabbi Neil Hirsch

Lois Hobby

Karen Hott

Steve Hunegs

Linda Jason & Andrew Fischer

Lisa Fishbayn Joffe

Cydney Josephy

Susan Kahn & Daniel Kirschner

Sheridan Kassirer

Jim Kaufman

Judith Kaufman

Nancy K. Kaufman

Kathryn Kerstein

Rachel King

Deeana Klepper

Rachel Schiff & Alex Klibaner

Elana Kogan

Janet Kolodner

Dena & Noah Kowaloff

Andrea Kramer

Rabbi Jonathan Kraus

Steven Krichmar

Ilise Krieger

Nancy & Monty Krieger

Joe Kriesberg

Barbara Kutner

Elyse Lackie

Lauren Lapat

Robert Leikind

Emily Levine

Karyn Cohen Leviton & Michael Leviton 

Diane Lieberman

Stephanie Linn

Senate President Karen Spilka & Joel 

Loitherstein 

Naomi & Carl Lopkin

Robert Lubran

Haya Luftig

Annette Manasse

Laura & Michael Mandel

Sylvia Margolies

Elana & Ariel Margolis

Rabbi Todd Markley

Adam Marx

Bernard Mehlman 

Leah Nadich Meir 

Samuel Mendales

Sarah & Jeffrey Mesnik 

Rabbi David Meyer 

Susan Michaels

David New

Liz Offen

Suzanne & Andrew Offit 

David Ostrovitz

Sarah Ovadia

Kathleen Patron

Susan Payne

Elana Kling Perkins & Rabbi Carl Perkins

Rebecca & Charles Platt

Eileen & Mark Polasky 

Barbara Posnick

Oscar Pratt

Frances & Donald Putnoi 

Molly Regan

Jill & Don Reichman 

Arlene & Sanford Remz 

Stefanie Rhodes

Dalia & Eric Ritvo 

Suzanne Robins

Nancy & Philip Rosenblatt 

Lori & Howard Rosenblum 

Michael Ross

Michael Rotenberg 

Cindy & Martin Rowe 

Carol Steinberg & Jerry Rubin

Rabbi Benjamin Samuels, Congregation 

Shaarei Tefillah 

Faryl & Jonathan Sandler

Marilyn & Sol Sandperl 

Phillip Saperia

Theodore Sasson

Gail & David Schechter

Anne Schnader

Shelley & Martin Schneer

Craig Schneider

Gail Schulman & Robert Sullaway 

Deborah & Jack Schuss

Alan Schwartz

Steve Scott

Betty & Richard Seid

Irene & Daniel Serfaty

Sue & Joel Sherman

Ellie & Barry Shrage

Martha & Donald Siegel

Samuel Silverman

Marsha Katz Slotnick & Marc Slotnick 

Lauren Small & Chuck Silverston 

Rev. Daniel Smith

Betsy & Neal Smolar

Sara Smolover

Rabbi Mark Sokoll

Julie Somers

Cindy Spier & Leslie Brail

Naomi & Bob Stearns

Gail Steingold

Randy Steinmeyer

Donald Stern

Mary Pat Studdert

Margaret & James Sunners

Hanna Switlekowski

Andrew Tarsy

Ruth & Jonathan Tepper 

Reverend Lorraine Thornhill 

Dr. Jacki Hart & Robert Trestan

Shari Valentino

Kevin Viner

Marissa & Zachary Wainwright 

Perry Wallack

Linda & Harvey Weiner

Lori & Stan Weinronk 

Shelley & Steven Weinstock 

Abby & John Weiss

Erica Weiss

Lisa Fassberg Weller 

Debbie Wengrovitz 

Elizabeth & Keith Wexelblatt 

Martin Wiener

Beverly & James Williams 

Lynn Williamson

Kristofer Wilson

Candice & Howard Wolk 

Joan & Steve Woogmaster 

Steven Zaris

Michael Zimmer
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